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Abstract

The study aimed at investigating causes leading to dropping out of students who
attended Industrial Mechanic at Technology Asia School in Chiang Mai. The study profoundly
concentrated upon two dropping out cases. Case 1 was a male student majoring in an auto-
mechanic, and lived with his parents. His father had an auto-repair shop. Case 2 was a female
student majoring in electronics, and lived with a single parent. IHer mother ran a private small
grocery shop. The results of this study were as follows:

As for their opinions regarding school and the activities of teaching and learning: it
was found that learning atmosphere was not good. For example, the laboratory compartment was
not convenient and the supplies and materials were inadequate as they wanted. It may likely be
one of causes that led to the dropping out situation.

As for friendship making: there was an important issue regarding dropping out.
Friends persuaded the Case to run away from school. Since they were absent from school several
times and finally the Case had to drop out. The other Case attended this school because the Case
wanted to be with old friends from the old school. When friends dropped out, the Case also did
accordingly. In addition, students of both cases showed bad attitudes towards education.

Therefore, at that time they were not aware of the importance of education.




The issues concerning with parents were found in both cases. The parents expected
their children to further their education since they hoped that those prospective educational
careers would enable their children carry on their existing family careers. Some other issue was
also found out; the parents who had poor communication with their children did not realize their
children's problems and no further discussions were made to clarify the problems. By these

consequences, students decided and had to drop out by themselves.



