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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were to study strawberry cultivation of Strawberry Growers
in Bor Kaew Sub-district, Samoeng District, Chiang Mai Province and to create a body of
knowledge about strawberry cultivation. The study’s populations were the growers in Bor Kaew
Sub-district and the buyers. The study’s tool was an interview form. Data were analyzed in
descriptive fashion according to issues discovered.

The results were as followed

1. Strawberry cultivation in Bor Kaew Sub-district were carried out by independent
growers, sub ordinate growers and superior growers. Superior growers were person who
facilitated all elements in cultivation process such as fertilizers, insecticides and so on, including
arranging transportation and contacting the buyers and major distributors. The problems the
growers faced were the damages caused by heavy rain during the season changing period, hot
climate, epidemic, high cost of fertilizers and insecticide contamination including carelessness of
their water sources. Apart from that, lacking of labour force during cultivating season led to
foreign labour employment that caused social problems. The buyers and their operation indicated
that the buyers who were in fruit processed business had two groups of employees, namely the
group of regular employees and the group of daily employees. They utilized their capital in

equipment and facilitating growers in their cultivation, The distributors or market buyers who



acted as agents or middleman occupied in wholesales business. They mostly had their own capital
and would lent either through financial institutes or persons to provide funds and equipment to
growers. They would get repayment when the growers sent in their fruits 4-6 months later. The
problems of the factory buyers were the lack of quality of the fruit and the other problem was that
the strawberry price was too high. The distributors or market buyer stated that the problems were
the damage caused by packaging, shortage of strawberry supply to the market during bad weather
and delay in transportation caused by weather and accident

2. Knowledge about strawberry cultivation in Bor Kaew Sub-district. Bor Kaew Sub-
district had suitable in ¢limate, terrain and also fertile land. Planting in contour system was used.
Most growers used dried tree leaf packed into a tile-like shape as covering material for controlling
temperature, moisture and weeds. Strawberry season started in May when the strawberry plants
with good breed are selected and planted into nursing area for producing runners; then the
matured runners were planted in the field around October. Watering the plant was done in either
sprinkle or dripping systems. Providing the fertilizers were done in various periods that were
placing manure in the planting holes, mixing the soluble fertilizers in the water for the dripping
system and sprinkling chemical fertilizers on the field in the sprinkle system. Growth hormones,
insecticides, other weeds and disease controls were used moderaiely. Most growers cultivated the
fruits between November to April. The fruits were picked up when they were at 75% ripeness.

The picking period is between 20.00 to 22.00.



