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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to examine Reading Comprehension
Activity on Contemporary World Course for Mathayom Suksa 2 Students at Klangjitad 2
Municipality School. The sample consisted of 34 Mathayom Suksa students who took
contemporary world course during the second semester in the 2002 academic year.

The instrument consisted of four social studies teaching plans which
emphasized on reading activities to support understanding. In addition, the rubrics were
used to examine the leve! of understanding which consisted of conflict issues between
the Arab countries and the State of Israel, the conflict between the Republic of India and
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and their respective efforts to reach
a peaceful settlement. Dafa from the evaluation was analyzed to determine the level of
understanding among sfudents.

The results of the research found that:

After learning unit plan 1, the majority of the students were rated at level 1
on the rubrics scale, i.e., students were able to understand the reading materials as
written, describe beth the advantages and disadvantages, and write brief summaries of

whatever had happened in the situation, including same of the misunderstandings.



Regarding the results from learning unit plan 2 and 3, the majority of the
respondents were rated at level 2 on the rubrics scale, i.e., students were abie to
understand and address the main concepts, their purposes and perspectives, and
reflect their thoughts in writing. Furthermore, the majority of the subjects were in level 3
on the rubrics scale when unit plan 4 was used. Students were able to read between the
lines, perceive conflict problems, and recommend ways to achieve peace using their

own judgement and accountiable information.



