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Abstract

The purposes of this thesis were to study the perception, awareness and behaviors
in self-protection of farmers and other people concerned with agriculture chemical use. The
researcher collected data from farmers, chemical substance sellers and chemical substance
sprayers, by using observations, interviews and focus group discussion. The data were, then,
checked, classified and analyzed based on the conceptual framework of this study.

The results of the study were as follows:

The perception in self-protection of farmers and other people concerned with
agriculture chemical derived from various channels. Those were radio advertisement
programs inserted with agricultural information, advertisement billboards, and agricultural
chemical substance shops. Those data identified some specific components of the chemical
substances. The other related details could be found out by the farmers from the shopkeepers,
their cousins, and friends whom used to use some brands of chemical substances.

The research found that farmers, chemical substance sellers and chemical substance
sprayers did not show their awareness on the toxic effect derived from their use of
agricultural chemical substances at all. That happened because of their lack of and ability to
connect such problems and toxic pollution in a negative sense with themselves, families,
consumers, environment, and ecological system relatively.

The farmers® self-protection from the use of agricultural chemical substance was

found at an unsafe level, because of lacking of self-protection while applying the substances.



For example, they did not wear self-protection gears safely and appropriately at any time.
They mixed the substance over doze, sprayed it repeatedly before the time as advised in the
labels, mixed with 2-3 types of highly toxic substances, and washed the chemical containers
and gears in their farms or gardens’ canals. Additionally, they collected and put their farm
products into markets before the right time, when they needed money or higher price
occurred. They gave high level of importance to the products’ price much more than the

safety of themselves and consumers.



