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Abstract

This thesis examined rural people's folk treatment forms and factors or
conditions affecting the former's choice which of the latter to adopt.

Data coliection relied on informal observations, interviews, and focus group
discussions. Coliected data were then cross-checked, classified, analyzed, and
descriptively and analytically presented.

Summarized findings were as follows:

The most widely used folk treatment forms in the studied community were
blowing followed by massaging and applying herbal medicine, both taking and
anointing, respectively, These forms were adopted in physically ill cases. In
mentally sick cases, the most widely used forms were various kinds of exorcism and
bad lucks or evil spirits driving away rituals.

These folk treatment or healing forms were found to have been passed on
to closest confidants such as offspring and grandchildren who were interested to
learn. Such learning started with casual observations of the actual {reatment or
healing, the memorization of brief magic spells or incantation, or helping treat or
heal simple cases. As regards the actual healing of simple cases the apprentices
would be assigned more difficult and complicated cases as time went on and as

they gained more and more treatment knowledge and skills.



The sick villagers', relatives’ or neighbors’ beliefs and experiences formed
major factors or conditions affecting the final treatment form-adopting decision.
Moreover, other key factors or conditions were educational level, occupation,
financial status, environment, access to services, treatment-refated expense, travel

comfort, the sick's own experience and the healers’ expertise.



