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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the effects of social supports on the
adjustment of children orphaned by AIDS. The qualitative approach was used. The
targets of this research were children orphaned by AIDS in Sanpatong District,
Chiangmai Province with the age of 10-18 years old. Indepth interview accompanied by
participation observation was used to collect data, up to four months of the study it can
be concluded that :-

The adjustment of children orphaned by AIDS, it was revealed that the
physiological mode, children orphaned by AIDS having normal growth development and
normal lifestyle. Self concept mode, children orphaned by AIDS who live with their
mother or close relatives, are able to bear criticism from other people and satisfy their
living. However, children orphaned by AIDS who do not five with their mother or close
relatives will develop anxisty from changing lifestyle and exhibit frustration when
neglected. Role conflict mode, children orphaned by AIDS who live with their mother or
close relatives, are able to play their roles and to take responsibilities in family and
school. However, children crphaned by AIDS who do not live with their mother or close
refatives are likely to have poor mark in school. Independent mode, children orphaned
by AIDS who live with their mother or close relatives, can perform social activities as
much as they can. On the other hand, children orphaned by AIDS who five with distant
relatives, think that no one takes care of them and they tend to gain interest from the

family.



The social supports of children orphaned by AIDS, it was revealed that, the
emotional support, children orphaned by AIDS who their parents died of AIDS and they
are taken care by close relatives, are likely to be loved from the family. When they face
problems they can ask for suggestions from the family. However, children orphaned by
AIDS who live with distant relatives do not feel comfortable when asking for suggestions.
Instrumental supports, children orphaned by AIDS receive support in terms of living
materials and money from Mother Children Concern Foundation (MCC) such as cloths.
When they get sick their family will take care of them. Information supports, children
orphaned by AIDS receive suggestions regarding how to take care of themselves when
sick from the family and medicatl staff.

Emotional supports such as generosity and hospitality are important in order to
- make children orphaned by AIDS, who their parents died of AIDS, think that they are
valuable in society and able to face problems and obstacles. As a result, they can

adapt themselves properly in order to live in society.



