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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at identifying factors and conditions contributing to the
emergence of one urban community, Ragaeng, leaders, their role and community changes,
and development-oriented impacts of each type of such leaders. Data collection took the
forms of informal interview, in-depth interview, key informants’ interview, participant
observation, and field note recording. Data analysis and verification was carried out in
parallel with field data collection. Collected and analyzed data were subsequently classified,
categorized, correlated, interpreted and generalized.

Findings were as follows:

Contributing factors and conditions were found to have comprised family
background, knowledge and ability gained from life experiences-based learning, occupation,
contact with external public and private sectors’ personnel, community-based social
relationships with kins, friends or neighbors, etc. Community leaders made use of these
factors/conditions in tackling community problems and helping needy or trouble-plagued
villagers, depending upon the vicissitudes the community faced.

Given such contacts and relationships with the outside world, changes out there
inevitably had impact upon the entire community and its leaders. In carrying out community
development activities and projects, they were normally assisted by both the public and

private sectors or local politicians. Moreover, community-based conflicts comprised another



key factor contributing to the problems solving-oriented collective cohesiveness and
emergence of community leaders.

As regards the leaders’ role and community changes it was found that at the initial
stage when the community was not really related with the outstde world, community leaders
did assume the crucial role in helping the villagers as well as in solving community problems
relying on their natural knowledge and ability gained from their natural learning. However,
their role began to change when the community started to more sertously enter into working
relationships with external groups and organizations. Community leaders gradually adjusted
themselves and learned to work with them, represented the community when dealing with
other outside agencies, assisted and supported local politicians, and served as leaders of
activity groups banded together by those villagers facing basically the same problem.

Three types of community leaders emerged. A) Those on the bases of king’, peers’
and neighbors’ support. Activities undertaken by leaders of this type had direct impact upon
the villagers because they directly were related to their concrete and real problems. B) Those
on the basis of support granted by local municipality and/or local politicians. Activities these
leaders undertook were in accordance with such parties’ work plans. However, results
generated by those activities sometime did not coincide with the villagers’ needs and
problems. Worse, at times they served as sources of conflicts within the community,
especially during election campaigns and rallies since each local politician chose to back up.
certain community leaders. C) Those supported by nongovernmental organizations (NGOs).
Normally, leaders of this type were those interested in villagers” and community’s concrete
problems. Thus, they often played a key role in carrying out activities. However, group
members would also participate in solving identified pfoblems since they had faced basically
the same problem. Participating in activities of this nature created joint learning processes on
the basis of actual practice. And learning of this kind expanded to other communities via

Jearning exchange for a members of participating communities had jointly organized.



