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Abstract

This research was to analyze sexual sign construction of popular and affairs and sexual
relationship Japanese Cartoon Books popularly enjoyed by Thai children and their sexuality
learning including social values compared to those in sex education textbooks available in school

This research employed the qualitative and quantity methods. The target objécts
included three highest popular Japanese cartoons, sex education textbooks in accordance with
Secondary Education Curriculum, B.E. 2521 (amended in B.E. 25233) and lower secondary
school students in Mueng Lampang District who had read the Japanese cartoons. The research
began with the survey of 340 students from school in Mueng District by which 3 most popular
cartoons, namely, the Rhythm of Rock and Love Music, Peach Girl and Boy Bee were derived.
The cartoons’ and sex education textbooks’ contents were analyze focusing on sexuality
presentation and readers’ léaming - Instruments constructed to collect supplementary information
included questionnaire and interview forms to be used with 54 informants. The finding are as
follows:

Concerning violence, the Rhythm of Rock and Love Music, the._most popular amdng the
three particularly among girls, had the most severe violence, many love scenes, sexual

intercourse, raping, use of sex-driven substances, killing attempt by wrist cutting.



¥

Regarding content, the three cartoons were the story about life spending of secondary
school students which came in illustrations with conversations, setting description, events, and

thought of the characters. Language used was easy and communicative, easily_ enjéyed, relaxing,

and easy to follow. The stories contained social values various aspects such as gender roles, girl’s

virginity, power relations, sex dﬁVe control, sexual negotiation, sexual ctl)mmunication. and
relationship, girl self-defense, sexual behavior, and solution of sex related‘probl.ems.

Sex-education textbooks presented with materials carefully. designed which children
should know. They, however, lacked some details suiting this age group children’ needs and
development. Presentation emphasized text which few illustrations. Language was technical and
hard to understand. The clear difference was that the textbooks did not make use of student life as
did the cartoons, resulting their inability to attract such secondary school readers.

Boys and girls in the sample had transferced knowledge gained from the cartoons into
their everyday life such as bby/girl-friend relationship, intercourse, learning about sexual
partner’s thinking and habit, self-presentation in boy/girl friend relationship, and affection

expression as practiced by the modeled characters. From sex-education textbooks, the teen

readers reported they had leamed about anatomical organs, sexually-transmitted disease

prevention, self-care, and male and female reproduction systems.





