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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study students' writing ability, to study
students’ ability in writing self-reports and compare students’ learner autonomy before
and after being taught through knowledge- based tasks. The target group consisted
of 32 Mathayom Suksa 4 students, who enrolled in English Reading and Writing
course (English 025), in the second semester ofthe academic year 2001, at
Sansaiwittayakom School, Sansai Dfsikict, Chiang Mai Province.

The research instruments consisted of 6 lesson plans which employed
knowledge- based tasks, an evaluation form of the students’ writing ability, an
evaluation form of the self-reports and a learner autonomy questionnaire. The data
obtained was analyzed by using mean, percentage and standard deviation.

The findings revealed that the students had higher writing scores than those
specified in the pre-set criteria. Moreover, the students’ ability in writing self-reports
were found to be at a moderate level. In addition, they had higher learner autonomy

ability after being taught through knowledge- based tasks.



