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Abstract

This thesis probed the issue of social behavior changes among migrant
workers in the Northern Industrial Estate as well as social conditions affecting such
changes. [t specifically focussed on 6 female and 2 male workers living in
dormitories around the Estate. The researcher collected needed data via participant
and nonparticipant observations, in-depth interviews, and informal interviews with
key informant s and related individuals. Collected data were subsequently cross-
checked, classified, and descriptively and analytically presented based an
predetermined conceptual framework.

Findings were as follows:

1. Each and every worker studied was found to have changed hisfher
social behavior in every respect. Consumptionwise, they had to buy their meals
available in the area. They bought daily necessities and expensive attire according
to their wants as well as in keeping up with their peers. They were found to have
gone out and around at night frequenting such entertainment places as
discotheques, pubs and karaoke joints, as well as drinking with friends. As regards
associating with others they made new friends both in the same and other

workplaces, including those living in the same dormitories.



Regarding relationships with friends of the opposite sex they were found to
have gone out with their partners, engaged in premarital sexual affairs and lived
together in dormitories.

2 Key social conditions affecting behavior changes were independence
from family supervision and control, having self-generated income and peer groups,
etc. These and others were found to have brought about social behavior changes in

every aspect.



