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Abstract

This thesis probed social actions found in cockfight-related activities as
well as community value system(s) manifested in such activities in a Northern rural
community. The study site was San Pa Ka Village, Village Number 9, Ton Pao Sub-
District, Sankampaeng District, Chiang Mai Province. Issues probed comprised a
community context; how gamecocks had been obtained, selected and raised; such
involved social actions as the banding together of community members, preflight,
during-fight and postfight activities; as well as other necessary actions and their
impact. Such a probe was intended to help identify and illuminate the community
value system(s)

The target population comprised community leaders, cockfight ring
owners/operaters, cockfight gamblers and owners, families and friends of gamecock
raisers who had taken their cocks to the ring, raisers who had not done so, ring
spectators and vendors selling food at the ring. The researcher undertook a related
documentary review, collected needed field data via participant and nonparticipant
observations, discussions and conversations with related figures, as well as in depth

interviews with key informants, a physical survey, photo-taking and tape-recording.




Coliected data were subsequently analyzed, synthesized, interpreted and

analytically reported.

Findings were as follows :

From past to present, villagers selected their gamecocks based on their
observations of  successively accumulated knowledge, statistics gathering,
interpretations and definitions, i.e., on the body of knowledge people of past
generations had created and deemed necessary for later generations to learn from.
Within the domain of such a body of knowledge, outstanding features/characteristics
of those gamecocks plus their subsequent interpretations had been turned into key
instruments used in transmitting them to members of later generations coughed in a
folk precept that to undertake anything required some kinds of learning, either self-
based or learning from those who knew or both.

As regards social actions found in activities related to cockfighting it was
found that villagers had voluntarily banded themselves together, shared a sense of
ownership of gamecocks, collectively created channels of communication through
which  they managed to meet, discuss, exchange knowledge and experiences
with, help, criticize and listen to one another. When conflicts arose, they peacefully
and with understanding and sympathy resolved them. They did not gamble among
relatives or close friends whether blood-related or respected ones. Rewards reaped
from cockfights demonstrated relationships between sports, gambling and income.

The struggle over the definitions of gamecocks and cockfighting was not a
fixed or static phenomenon. In fact, it varied considerably depending on various
groups of people and social contexts. Each interpreted based on and according to
its perceived self-interest and situations it found itself in. Same group members
harbored the same interpretation. Others had different views. Yet, others, though
driven by their own group interests, intended their interpretations in a reciprocal
manner vis-as-vis those of other group. At the same time, they alsc pushed for

community shared values despite their other differences.




Most of the knowledge transmission took place within families or kinship
systems or among peers. Within groups favoring cockfighting, exchanges of
knowledge and experiences occurred. Members learned a lot of things taking place
around them. They leammed from other knowledgeable group members,

observations of group aclivities and the environment, and information dispensed by

various media.



