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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study and collect data about the Lawa Weaving
Cloths Ban Muad Hlong, Mae Chaem District, Chiang Mai Province, The research methods
used were a documentary search, interview 9 community leaders including 7 weavers, and a
participatory observation on the community’s activities. The tools used in this study were an
interview, a participatory observation, and an observation on environment forms.

The results of the study were as follows:The original and development of Lawa: In the
past they lived in Ping River basin, Chiang Mai, in the reign of King Vilanga — a Lawa King,
After having been defeated to Camadevi - Queen of Lamphun, some Lawas migrated to the
mountain in the west of Chiang Mai, and then, to the middle part of Thanon Thong Chai —a
mountain range. The first community settled on the place where was called Yueang H-Long or
Yueang Mae H-Long. Three groups of people divided by their social status lived there. They
were Khun Sa-Mang Group (Most powerful), Yueang-Ngiek Group, and Yueang-Riam Group.
Later, the community moved again for 3 times and then stopped at the present village which was
settled nearly 300 years ago. In this case, only 2 groups of people ~Khun Sa-Mang and Yueang
Ngiek were left at this place since the Yuearng Riam Group had moved to Sanpatong District and

then the present community.



In the past and present, the Lawa used a small weaving machine, called Ki-Eaw, as the
main weaving instrument. Cotton and thread used in weaving were from their cotton field and
bought from Mae Chaem distﬁct. Dyeing colors were a natural and chemical. In the past the
Lawa wove cloth for using in special ceremony and in daily life only. In present, merchants from
outside community are interested in and order Lawa’s for trading. This resulted the Lawa women
to get together and set the group of weaving., This made the group gain additional income to
support their families. Generally, Lawa people spend their free time for weaving.

For the designs of Lawa’s weaving cloth, from past to present, there are only 2 design
styles -a tie and dye and a diamond styles. The first style was woven for using as a Pha-Sin
which needed expertise in weaving. The diamond style was found for using as a shroud which

probably was influenced by the Mahayana Buddhism.



