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Abstract

This research aimed to study Karens’cloth woven design structure at Ban Rai District,
Uthai Thani Province. The sample group used for this study were 10 cloth weavers, one
community leader and 10 people concerning with cloth weaving. The tools used for data
collection were a structured guestionnaire, an audio tape recorder and a camera. Data were
analyzed by grouping information into same category and presented in déscriptive form.

The findings of this study were as follows:

The original and development of the Karen cloth woven design structure at Ban Rai
began when Karen people in Burma immigrated to Thailand. They settled down on the hiliside
plaint close to water resource. At that time there were only about 5-8 households moved in the
area and expanded to be a community now. Karens believed in cloth weaving that every woman
must be able to weave cloth. The aged people gave the importance on cloth’s culture by teaching
young girls at the of 7-10 years who were interested in weaving. The girls learned how to weave
through means of observation and practice.

The main tool used for weaving was called a waist loom. This was the most important

tool used for weaving. The loom was made from natural materials. As for the cloth in terms of its



design structure, production techniques, and categorized information: it was found that there were
two types of main cloth structure, ordinary and design. The ordinary type was woven for girls’
dressing. Karen people loved to weave the design type. Most woven cloth contained various
designs and was tailored in various dress styles. Those garments looked different from each other
so it could be told that which piece of cloth was woven for what purpose of usage by considering

the design style, color, and the cloth’s size.



