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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the rotation lantern’s local wisdom of Chiang
Mai province. The scope of the research included the lantern legend, making process, patterns and
shapes as well as uses of local wisdom to produce the rotation lantem. This study employed
qualitative research method. The data were collected from the rotation lantern experts who are
professionals, amateurs, and seasonal makers. Data collection was conducted using a structural
interview. The tools and equipment used for this study were a questionnaire, a camera, and an
audio tape recorder. The data were then descriptively analyzed and the results were briefly
surnmarized as follows: | |

1. The lantern’s legend involved the Yee-Peng, a festival of the Lan Na
since B.E. 1400. The Yee-Peng has collected various stories, describing the relationships
between man and man, man and nature, man and supernatural, and man and beliefs which were
the fundamental of the body of knowledge. The knowledge was transferred by means of their
customs, ways of life, and rituals to make a peace to community. The purposes of making
rotation lantern were fourfold: to pay respect to the Buddha; to demonstrate its beauty; to lit
the light for the house; and to be a sign of good luck for the house’s owner.

2. The rotation lantern’s local wisdom was the knowledge and capacity of local

inventors, which has been inherited from generation to generation. The making process came



from intellectual knowledge of the makexl's themselves and the experiences from hand to hand.
Moreover, their skill was based on the learning and self experience from working enmo@ent
and surrounded nature. All were the important reason to support the makers to create, invention,
and develop their lantern’s design.

3. From the study of pattern and design of rotation lantern, it showed that the meaning
of pattern and design had reflected from moral, ideas and religion beliefs -Buddhism and
Brammanism, The rotation lantern’s patterns mostly were made as custoﬁer required. Various
designs were put on the lantern such as animals of 12-year cycle, the Buddha legend, the Buddha
image for birthday, the local playful, the activities of the King and the Dynasty. Some designs
displayed a way of rural life, such as pictures of plowing farmers, cows and buffaloes, people
carrying water and straw, cock fighting, and the boxing show. Moreover, there were many types
of the rotation lantern’s models such as a grounded lantern, a base-grounded lantern, and a

hanged lantern which normally had been made in cylindrical and octagonal shape.





