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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining the social context of hill tribe youth
living in urban communities and their life style changes economically, socially and
culturally. The study, qualitative in nature, was made possible via interviews and
both participant and nonparticipant observations. Key informants comprised Fathers
and Sisters, hostel chaperons and 10 hill tribe youth staying at the Sacred Heart
School Hostel.

The study found that most of the hill tribe youth came from poor families
with agriculture-related occupational background and mainly relying on forest and
natural water sources-based foods. Such families were typically interdependent and
mutually supportive both within the community and among kins, respecting the
elderly and workshipping spirits as well as relying on ceremonies and rituals as
social behavior control mechanisms. However, in the past 10-15 years, hill tribe
communities were found to have been folded with/by external culture and beliefs
such as the coming in of public, private and religious organizations. Moreover,
communications and transportation means were more available thus facilitating a
large number of youth’s outbound movement as well as the influx into communities
of radios, televisions and other mass communication media. Therefore, community
members became more and more exposed to what was actually going on outside their
communities. The in-depth study of those 10 hill tribe youth’s ways of life revealed
that overtime and given the new context, new friends, new rules and new beliefs
under the guidance and supervision of teachers, Fathers and Sisters who served as
surrogate parents, relatives and community elderly persons plus increased further
education opportunities, increased independence and self-acquired and generated
employment and income, hill tribe youth were found to have been able to slowly but
progressively adjust themselves to the new social, economic and cultural milieus.
Specifically, they tried hard to speak Thai Fluently, learn social etiquette and manners
in order to find jobs more easily. However, bound by the Sacred Heart School dress
code designed to preserve and conserve dress culture, hill tribe youth at the School
had to wear their unique tribal costumes on important days and during important
occasions



