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Abstract

This thesis examined tutoring or cramming practices of middie class children
in Chiang Mai Province urban areas as well as their parents’ value regarding such
practices. The researcher's study was based on 30 such children who were in
Prathom Suksa 6 and lower and taking various cramming/tutoring classes within the
above areas. The 30 children were chosen by tutoring tearchers based on the
researcher's own determined criteria. Moreover, it also involved 9 case studies
where parents of those children, chosen on the basis of their occupations and
family hood conditions, were prime targets.

Data collection was done in 2 steps. First, those 30 children's
tutoring/cramming patterns were reviewed. Second, as regards the 9 case studies
the researcher undertook participant and nonparticipant observations, formal and
informal interviews with parents and entrepreneurs. Coilected data Were Cross-
checked, classsified and analyzed according to predetermined conceptual
frameworks. Then, analyzed results were analytically and descriptively presented.

Findings were as follows :

The studied middle class parents preferred their children to attend

prestigious private schools, well equipped with necessary facilities, instructional



media and materials, and pleasant sociat and environmental conditions. Most of
them let their children take music, piano, electronic organ and singing sessions in
the music category. In the area of sports, the studied parents encouraged their
children to take tennis, swimming, golf and tackwondo lessons. It was discovered
that they wanted their children to enjoy learning, have fun, harbor music in their
hearts, be good tempered and physically healthy, and be able to make good use of
spare time. Parents believed they did all these things just in order to help their
chitdren get ready for the world to come. They aiso believed that academic learning
in classroom was already more than enough. Academic tutoring was deemed
necessary only when their children were not doing well academically. Or some of
them simply wanted the teachers to go over and review certain homework
assignments and lessons their children had to endure in the evening since they
themselves were unable to help given noted differences between instructional
systems during their times and those of their children. Most children, on the other
hand, attended tutoring/cramming sessions after school or during the weekends.
Decisive factors that influenced middie class students to attend cramming/tutoring
classes were the distance from the crammingftutoring schooi! to their home, the
conveniences for their parents, the tutoring schedule versus the parents work
schedules, and the children's gender and age. It was found that girl students
preferred to attend classes that help them develop their emotional related and
aesthetic skills, for example piano classes. On the other hand, boy students prefer
more muscular classes, for examples taskwondo and tennis classes. Choosing
tutoring/cramming  subjects mostly depended on the children's preferences.
Parental opinions, however, were found to have been also taken into consideration
before decisions were made. Finally, the children attending cramming/tutoring

classes were found to enjoy such classes.



