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Abstract

This study was aimed to examine about social learning related to self- prescribed
medication behavior and its factors leading to that practice among December 5 th. Congested
Community members. Subjects were nine families classified as lower, middle and upper
socio-economic groups. The data was collected by using the following techniques ; indepth
interviews, participant observation and non-participant observation. Collected data were
subseguently crosschecked, classified , and analyzed based on predetermined conceptual
frameworks.

Findings were as follows :

The study found that similar parts of social learning in self-medication behavior
among the three groups are "Suggestion” and " Following behaviors". In all three groups,
suggestions came through following channels; family, neighbors, co-workers, sale persons at
drug stores and media. However, suggestion through organization was found only in the
middle and upper socio-economic groups. In all groups, the following behaviors were found
in family, neighbors, and co-workers. Major differences in the social learning among three
groups are channels of learning and quality of mechanism used in communication.

The results idicated that the following factors may lead to the self prescribed
behaviors : drug stores near by, knowledge and understanding about experienced sicknesses,
value attached to certain medicines, value attached to sales persons, drug advertisement,
lacking of time to see doctors, and feeling more comfortable to talk to people at drug

store, Furthermore, this study was found that differences income, has an effect to self-



prescribing behavior. People with lower income had more tendency to use self-
prescribe medications than the higher ones. The level of educational background was

also related to the learning. All factors mentioned above accounted for widespread self-

prescribed medication practice.



