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Abstract

The thesis probed the problem of narcotic drugs spread in the community and social
mechanisms capable of preventing such phenomenon. The study site was one suburban area of
Chiang Mai Province which had been plagued with such a spread and carrying out certain
community-based drug prevention activities {or quite some time. The researcher collected needed
data from relevant documents, via focus group discussions, participant and nonparticipant
observations, and in-depth interviews. Collected data were subsequently cross-checked,
classified and categorized according to set objectives and predetermined conceptual/theoretical
frameworks. Analyzed and interpreted results were then analytically and descriptively presented.

Findings were as follows :

1. The problem was manifested first by the increase in number of drug addicts within
the community. Beginning in 1979, 2 persons were found smoking marijuana. In 1990, tilere
was an increased number of heroin or white powder users. In 2001, there were altogether 9 drug
users, 4 of which were community-based with friends in the community doing likewise and 5
other took the drugs with friends outside of their community or managed somehow to obtain them

but took them within their homes. Having drug users in the community brought about a number



of problems. Chief among them were educational, occupatiohal, financial, health, and
interactions with family members and friends.

2. The most effective preventive mechanisms were general folk ways of life
characterized by kinship-type intimacy which served to conirol community members’
inappropriate behavior and gossips as well as oufright open and behind-the-scene
opposition/rejection. Other less effective mechanisms comprised families, their rearing and
caring practices which discouraged the association with friends who were taking drugs; the

assignment of functions and responsibilities in support of parental work; and punishment in case

those members went astray.



