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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining the social role of Lanna So Folk play
and conditions/factors sustaining its existence in the present time. The researcher
collected field data via observations and interviews. Key informants comprised So
artists, So folk play experts, academics and audience. Collecied data were
subsequently cross-checked, categorized and descriptively, analytically presented

based on the predetermined ¢onceptual framework. Findings were as follows:
1. So folk play still continued to play a social role in 3 areas.

- Educationally speaking, it emphasized the transmission of popular

beliefs, roles and functions of people in society.

. - It served as an integrating instrument banding community members
together. During play performance, the audience, mostly comprising community
members, had opportunities in addition to learning something from play

stories/contents and being entertained, to meet and socialize.

- As a folk medium, it served as a useful instrument in disseminating.
knowledge and understanding about contemporary phenomena working in colse

association with both public and private organizations. Examples included




participation with pubiic health agencies in AIDS Prevention and antinarcotic
campaigns and/or with the Local Administration Department election campaigns.

Campaign contents wouid be integrated and expressed during the play

performance.

2. Conditions sustaining So folk play existence included the audience and
employer continued needs for its performance, artists’ adjustment to such needs,
e.g., in terms of formats, styles and gestures, lyric, tones, custumes and other

accompanying acts.
3. Factors sustaining such existence included

- the fact that certain community cultural and traditional rituals and
ceremonies still continued to require So folk play performance as part of those

events:

- available channels/opportunities open to those teams making it
possible for them to perform through, for example, televisions and radios as well as

sell their cassette tapes;

- the surge of the folk culture conservation and promotion sentiment
helping make its existence and continuation possible. For example, it was taught in

school and village-based clubs/fassociations formed for this pariicular purpose.




