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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining the continued existence or retention of the
traditional Lanna folk songs called sor in Chiang Mai Province. Moreover, it probed
related factors which made such retention possible.

The researcher collected needed data by interviewing, informally, key
informants and observing actual performance in the field. Subsequently, collected data
were classified, categorized, cross-checked, analyzed, and descriptively and
analytically presented.

Finding were as follows :

1t, sor, continued to exist duel to the fact that it had been able to periodically
improve its performing formats and styles, i.e., from a duet type to a musical play and a
string-band performances. In addition, its contents, language, to suit the reality and
requirements of times as well as needs of specific audiences.

As regards the performing sites and employers it was found that outlying
districts consfituted the areas where employers and invitees regularly extended
invitation for sor performers to perform at community merit-making and traditional

ceremonies and/or fairs. The current availability of such numerous televisions made it



possible for sor performers/artists to make their performances accessible to more and
wider audiences and viewers.

The continued existence of sor in Chiang Mai Province depended upon a
number of factors. The banding together of formerly independent individual performers/
artists made it easier and more convenient for prospective employers/invitees 1o contact.
Such banding together also made it possible for performers/artists to exchange ideas
and experiences, improve their performing styles and formats to meet the needs and
tastes of traditional Lanna folk songs to newer generations of learners, employer and
invitee groups, and those attending or participating in those community merit-making

and traditional ceremonies and fairs.





