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Abstract

This thesis examined the community water resource management for
agricultural purposes methods and their social dimensions. The researcher
underiook this study by reviewing theoretical documents and related research
studies in order to determine its conceptual frameworks. After that, she started
coliecting field data relying on observations, interviews and group discussions.
Collected data were subsequently cross-checked, verified, classified according to
set objectives, analyzed and interpreted based on determined conceptual
frameworks, and descriptively and analytically presented.

Findings were as follows: _

The studied community's main agricultural activities comprised seasonal
and dry-season rice farming, garlic growing, lamyai (longan) orchard tending, and
integrated agricuiture, In these activities, agriculturists in the com.munity relied on 2
major sources of water: the Ping River through the power-driven water pumping
project and underground wells (artesian wells). Most agriculturists relied on the
former.

As regards the former water source and the agriculturists’ utilization it was
found that the agriculturists had banded together and managed the water use by

establishing rules and regulations for the purpose. They designed the alternate



water allocation system to suit the agriculturists’ needs and appropriate types of
agricultural activities. Some of them were appointed leaders to supervise and
oversee the system operations and see to it that the water not be inappropriately or
illegally - siphoned of and, finally, that the frrigation system and channels be’
constantly repaired. The application of these measures rendered it possible for
agriculturists to have and use allocated water comprehensively and fairly.
Moreover, it contributed considerably to the conservation of water resource as well.

As regards the use of water from artesian wells it was found that
agriculturists had drilled the wells within their own land. The wells served as one
alternative agriculturists deemed important in case what they grew required little
water.

As far as social dimensions were concerned, interpersonal relationships
among agriculturists jointly benefiting the water resource featured predominantly,
especially those relying on the power-driven water pumpihg project. The project
served as a forum for them to come together and draw up necessary rules and
regulations in order to ensure the comprehensive and fair allocation of needed
water. The project and its water resource management ways and means essentially
operated on a fair-and-share basis truly congruent with the ¢community

interdependent and mutualiy caring culture.



