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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining mechanisms, conditions and methods
involved in the chaining of rights to manage natural resources in the Upper Northern
community. The researcher collected needed data via observation, interview and
group discussion techniques. Key informants comprised Nam Prae Village members
as well as formal and informal leaders. Collected data were subsequently cross-
checked, verified, classified, and descriptively and analytionlly presented based on
predetermined conceptual frameworks.

Findings were as follows:

Laying claim to such rights was made possible by the joining together of
community own and external mechanisms. Despite different and unigue conditions
the former and latter were subject to, both sets of mechanisms were able to
connect. As regards methods each set employed they were both of specific and
common nature.

- Community-based mechanisms comprised formal and informal groups.
The former included the village commitiee, the environmental conservation group of
Hang Dong District, Chiang Mai Province, the agriculturist friends group and the
housewives group. The latter comprised kinship group and the elderly group.
Conditions of this set of mechanisms included the deemed right to protect the
community wishing to have normal ways of life, be able o make free living, enjoy
clean air and water, and be free from noise poliution to be generated by the

transportation of garbage to feed the power plant.



- External mechanisms and conditions comprised, as regards the
former, reporters/correspondents, nongernmental organizations, academics,
politicians, and merchants / businesspeople ; and, as regards the Ilatter, the
provided help to make the community aware of its rights and the need to protect
them

- There were 2 levels of claiming methods, group / organization and the
overall movement of all mechanisms. At the former level, the methods were those
employed in the search for clear and correct information about any particular
projects to be taken into consideration whether to accept or reject them. At the
latter level, the following processual methods were identified:

1. Subgroup meetings undertaken by each group. Initially, group
members were given clear assignments in order to obtain detailed information about
the projects and their Iik_ely impact.

2. Large group meetings. They were participated by all group
constituting both internal and external mechanisms and convened to hear the
presentation of detailed and reviewed information in order to decide whether to
accept or reject the projects.

3. The Submission of opposition letter. Community representatives
submitted the Letter to District and Provincial authorities accompanied by the
Tambol Administrative Organization’s rejection resolution

4. Staging a group protest.  Following the submission of the
opposition letter and no reply and attention was forthcoming, villagers decided to
stage a protest in front of the District Office.

5. Participating in seminars. Community representatives were sent to
participate in academics-organized seminars designed to serve as for a for
conflicting parties to meet and thresh out their differences.

6. When agreements could not be reached at those seminars, more
rallies, more protests and roadblocks ensued.

7. Demonstrations, roadblocks and condemnation speeches continued
in front of the Provincial Hall. They went on and on until satisfactory responses

from concerned authorities materialized. Then, the protests came to an end.



