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Abstract

This independent study aimed at investigating community needs and opinions
concerning teaching and learning of Physical Education and activities supporting
teaching and learning physical education, and analyzing the relevance between the
current curriculum and community needs in Academic year 2000. The population studied
included 169 subjects from Tha Ton Kwao community in Saraphi District, Chiang Mai
including 64 junior high school students, 55 parents, 13 school education committee, 17
Chomphu Tambon council committee and 20 local youth members totaling 169 persons.
A set of questionnaires was used as an instrument for gathering the data which were then
analyzed by computing frequencies, percentages, averages and standard deviations, and
presented through tables and description.

The major findings were as follows:

1. Regarding the community needs concerning the learning and teaching
of Physical Education, all group members agreed that the content subject area core
courses should include volleyball, basketball, while selective required courses should be
badminton, swimming, table tennis, football, volleyball , basket ball, takraw and pe'tanque
and other sport activities including recreation and local folk sports and games. The
learning objectives of Physical Education should cover the basic skills of sports and
games, knowledge and understanding of game rules, manners of playing and watching
games, health-care skills, and development of learners’ desirable characteristics-— firmly
emotional and self-control. Three to four periods per week could be appropriate. The
practice of basic skills should be emphasized while enjoyment and safety also be
considered. Badminton rackets were among the materials and equipment needed while
the gymnasium and sport playgrounds both indoor and out door for educational practices
were necessary. The students’ evaluation should be made by teachers, the students
themselves, and other students. Supporting activities for physical education including
sport and games tournaments within school as well as among schools and community in
the same district should be supported and encouraged once in a semester. This should
iead to enhancement and improvement of learning and teaching of physical education.



2. As regard to the community’s opinions concerning the learning and teaching
of Physical education, it was shown that the physical education courses were important
for physical and emotional development. They helped better understand the usefulness of
physical exercises, and enhance esprit de corps, and conform with sport rules. Physical
education free elective courses should be offered starting from Mathayom Suksa 1 and
up. The time allotted 1-2 periods per week was not enough. Physical education teachers
should obtain physical education qualification, good personality, being good model,
having human relationships, being friendly and willing to help students.

3. The relevance between the current physical education curriculum and the
community needs appeared 1o have high level of agreement on both learning objectives
and content subject areas.



