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Abstract

This thesis was set out to examine the Hmong people’s agricultural production
model developments as well as factors and conditions affecting such developments.

Data collection was made possible via informal interviews, participant and
nonparticipant observations. Collected data were subsequently cross-checked, classified, and
descriptively and analytically presented.

Findings were as follows:

In the past, agricultural production at the studied village, Rak Paen Din, had been of
subsistence nature, 1.e., primarily for household consumption and exchanges among relatives
and neighbors. Social relations were of kinship type. Later, the community was relocated to
its present site. The relocation was politically driven and triggered a series of production
model-related changes. The new model became market-oriented.

Affecting factors/conditions were of both internal and external nature. The former
comprised actual practice-based learning within the production system, imitation and
modelling on occupationally leading figures® examples, and the village’s own cultivable land
conditions-related changes. The latier were as follows: government agencies involved in
bring in new migrants, fast and convenient communication and transportation, military
personnel coming in to conduct occupation promoting activities and programs, the
availability of markets, and production-related support from both government and private

agencies.



