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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining one community's social movements, civil
society process formation, and the mechanisms directed at solving narcotic addiction
problem it faced. The target community was Khoa Kok Pen Village, Tamnob Sub-District,
Tha Tako District, Nakhon Sawan Province. The researcher relied in data collection effort
on face-to-face interviews, participant and nonparticipant observations, and group
discussions. In such effort, the snowball technique was adopted. Collected data were
subseqguently cross-checked via the triangular tabulation method.

Findings were as follows :

Khoa Kok Pen Village was still a predominantly rural community with
traditionally agricultural way of life. In the past, the village had served as a hide-out for
both thieves.and stolen objects. Villagers lacked unity and were hooked up to marijuana,
liqueur, and cigarettes.

[nitial social movements started in 1984 when a wandering monk came to settle
on the hill near the village: He played a crucial role in altering the villagers' behaviors,
encouraged them to band together in tackling various community problems, and helped

improve their livelihood.



In 1998, the village encountered the alarming spread of ambhetamines.
Villagers were turned into both retail dealers and drug takers. The serious situation
triggered a series of community-forming processes leading to a kind of civil society
dedicated to the eradication of the drug addiction problem. Such 2 civil society featured .
the following :

1. Community leaders and members becoming aware of the problem
prompting all concerned parties’ concerted actions in tackling this urgent problem.

2. Drug addicts’ parents, a village head, and a village committee banding
together seeking ways and means to treat and cure those addicts.

3. Villagers' learning processes systematically developing.

4. A decision-making process adopted using local wisdom as a problem-
salving alternative.

5. Activities useful to the village making it possible for villagers to organize and
continuously tackle the addiction problem.

Problem-solving mechanisms adopted started with the community leaders
and members of the village committee. They played a crucial role in providing useful
information to addicts themselves and their parents to the point they became aware of
the problem and decided to unite and organize against it. As regards those who had
quit and wanted to forever stay away from drugs they banded together and involved
themselves in various useful activities. Another institution playing a crucial problem-
solving role was the religious institution. Its members, the monks, continuously preached
ethics and morality as well as participated in Sub-District-level treatment and cure

projects.



