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Abstract

This thesis was wet out to examine the self-identity expression of youth as well
as the formats and methods they adopted in such an expression through the internet.

The study site was Muang Chiang Rai District area of Chiang Rai Province.
The researcher in collecting needed data relied on informal interviewing with key
informants and observing tangibly expressed phenomena related to the internet use.
Coilected data were subsequently classified, categorized, analyzed, interpreted, and
descriptively prasented.

Findings were as follows:

In their internet-based communication and expression, the youth used
eye-catching names, persuasive sentences, attractive symbols, words, and
letter-represented gestures. Such communicated expressions varied according to their
experiences and learning. Each had his/her own expressive styles and methods.
However, they had one objective in common: to seek friends of opposite' Sex.
Therefore, they tried everything to atiract attention of the opposite sex.

Moreover, they all wanted to make new friends and find lovers. Thus,
conversation topics varied according to their various objectives. Their contents

primarily had to do with iove; friend-making; studying; trips they made; dressing in



vogue; movie commentaries; gossips about friend, teachers, parents: and things that
bothered them.

The most favorite program for them wés PERCH since it was popular and exotic
and easy to use. It also offered hundreds of chat rooms in which they were able to
construct, at will, eye-catching and attractive/persuasive language or sentences of their
choice. In addition, they were even able to come up with their own chat rooms.

Most of those visiting such chat rcoms were of similar sex, age, attitudes,
values and tastes they shared similar language, activities and conversations topics and
contents. Those rooms most popularly frequented were, for example, province,
sweetheart-seeking, friend-seeking, cute secondary class ones. Communicated
language and symbols varied according to chat room rules. In order to become
members of the internet tribe, they had to comply with the rules and conditions
determined by the tribe/group.

In essence, the internet-based expressions constituted a rather systematic type
of social learning, which started with observations and experimentation, i.e., chatting
with friends, especially close ones who had already been on line.

Factors/conditions in support of their internet-based expressions were families,
peer groups, mass media, internet service plans and avéilable time free from school

study.



