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Abstract

The purposes of this independent study were to investigate opinion towards
the internal and external factors of the secondary schools which taught the vocational
certificate, and study the opinion and suggested ways of teaching this program in
Chiang Mai. The population in the study were 52 administrators and teachers from 4
schools: San Kamphaeng , Saraphi Wittayakom, Hot Pitthayakom and Phrao
Wittayakom in the second semester of the academic year 2000. Two types of
research methods were used in the study : questionnaires and interviews, The data
from the questionnaire were analyzed by percentage, mean and standard deviétion
and presented in form of tables with description. The data from the interviews were
presented by description.

The findings of the internal and external factors are as follows:

Analysis of the 'internal factors' found that the Vocational Certificate syilabus
followed the general goals of education. Schools adjusted the syllabus to be
appropriate with local conditions. The syllabus content emphasized the real-life
scenarios. However, the contents of some general subjects were not oombi;wed with

the vocational syllabus.



The teachers who taught this vocational program were gualified graduates,
and the running of the program could be effective. However, it was found to be
lacking in evaluation. Ancther criticism of the pregram is that although siudents had
the opportunity to frain in vocations such as in the factory, the materials used were
inadequate (with the exception of computers) .

Despite such probiems, teachers and students collaborated effectively on
the program. Yet students who finished the program should perhaps have been
followed up, to assess their progress.

For the external factors of the program, it was found that the supportive
factors were the Naticnal Education Act, the extension of 8-year compulsory
education, policy in loan fund for education, parents and community's confidence in
secondary schools, opportunities to get jobs after graduation, the teacher's self
selection of the students in the program, increasing member of students in the
program and goed relationships between schogcls and the community though it was
not continuously contacted. However, some factors seem to be obstacles for the
program i.g. the policy of staff reduction which would affect the small-sized school
and problem in expenses and teachers’ responsibility in field trip cutside schools.

The teachers suggested that the vocational program should be taught in
secondary schools and made more widely available under the National Education
Act of B.E.2542. Needs surveys should be done for schools which would organize

this kind of program to create variety of educational alternatives.



