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Abstract

This study examined the current state of narcotic prevention affairs in General Education
Department secondary schools m Chiang Rai Province. It also sought to identify encountered
problems and offer useful recommendations. Altogether, 129 school administrators, assistant
administrators and teachers responsible for narcotic prevention affairs served as sampled key
informants. They were asked to respond to the questionnaire with items relevant to the topic under
examination. Collected data were subsequently analyzed using frequency and percentage.

Findings were as follows:

At the planning stage, every school in the Province had a narcotic prevention and correction
commitiee. Most committee members were informed of and familiar with Department policies on
this matter. School administrators and teachers were responsible for establishing school-level
policies, taking as much as possible into consideration the Department ones.

Schools™ current information related to the matter revolved around the number of student
addicts. In every school, moreover, there were clearly assigned responsible personnel. They all
parficipated in the “White School Project.”” And most school administrators either chaired or

participated as members in their schools™ narcotic prevention and correction committees.



As regards the committee format and composition it was found that most outsiders
participating in school committees on this matter were police officers. And in every school the
narcotic prevention and correction work was assigned to the student discipline and governance
division. Responsible teachers in such school divisions were regularly sent to relevant training
sessions and programs.

As regards the actual operation stage administrators mostly took it as a priority to clarify to
their teachers Department policies and school-level policies, plans and projects, and sent them to
various technical seminars and workshops. .Most schools boosted their personnel’s morale by
involving them in the planning of various schemes and projects supervised and advised by school
administrators.  Bits and pieces of information about narcolics were injected into specifically
relevant curriculum subjects.  Schools received support from outside agencies in the area of
personnel training and encouraged students to form their own committees similar to school-level
ones, conducting their own activities directed at their friends.

Teachers were constantly sent out to patrol various school spots. If they found students
taking drugs, most of them would dispense verbal warning. Those students helping school in this
matter were publicly praised and commended.

As tar as evaluation was concerned, most schools bad set up specific evaluation committees
compiling evaluation results and reporting to the Chiang Rai Province Oftice of General Education.
In general, it was found that narcotic prevention and correction work had been more than 50%
successtul. Evaluation results were also used as guidelines for further operations.

As regards problems and recommendations it was found that in the planning stage, schools
did not have sufficient and reliable information about the current state, problems and needs. It was
recommended that school personnel be more informed and made more aware of the seriousness of
the problem. Schools also lacked cooperation from outsiders and sufficient participation i school
committees. Therefore, it was recommended that school units with specifically and clearly defined
role and responsibilities with clearly assigned responsible personnel be established. As for those

schools located near narcotic transacting sources, closer cooperation should be sought and



forged between school personnel and community organizations and figures. Finally, at the
evaluation stage, schools should carry out on a continuous basis evaluation activities since they

were found to have been lacking.



