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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to investigate the attitudes towards and needs
for English learning of Prathom Suksa 3 students at Wachirawit School in Chiang Mai
Province. The population in this study was the 240 Prathom Suksa 3 students at
Wachirawit School in Chiang Mai Province during the second semester of the 2000
academic year. The rating scale attitude test and check list questionnaires were used.
Data were analyzed by using the SPSS/PC package for computing frequencies,
percentages, averages and standard deviations. Findings were presented in tables and
detailed descriptions.

The results of this study were as follows:

1. Prathom Suksa 3 Students’ at Wachirawit School had favorable attitudes
towards English learning.

2. The students identified several English learning needs as follows :

2.1 Regarding the importance of English, students expressed the need
for more time to study in each period, the need to improve their speaking skills and
integrate speaking, reading, listening and writing skills, and also desired to use English

in other subjects.



2.2 Regarding the content of English, students liked the current
textbook, needed to learn more from other sources. They also wanted to learn the
content related and interesting to them. Students expressed the need to study English
from computer media and camp activities.

2.3 With respact to teachers, students felt they could study with
teachers of either sex, needed to integrate the four language skills, preferred the native-
speaking English teachers focus on listening and speaking skills, and native-Thai
English teachers focus on reading and writing skills. Students felt it was important that
all teachers be considerate and reasonable in their approach.

2.4 Interms of learning activities, students expressed the need o
practice their speaking/conversation skills, small group activities and creating
supplementary learning materials themselves. They needed to play games, draw and
work in groups. Students also desired to improve their English skills by playing games
and taking part in extracurricular activities that encourage their participation.

2.5 Regarding the classroom atmosphere, students needed the special
room for English decorated with pictures of fairy tales, cartoons, famous overseas

places and English vocabulary cards.



