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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining community social behavior control
mores/traditions as well as control mechanismes and methods actually adopted. The research
site was Nhong Tao Village, Mae Win Sub-District, Mae Win District, Chiang Mai Province.

Data collection relied on informal interviews, participant and nonparticipant
observation s at various community activities and meeting as well as focus group discussions.
Key informants comprised community elders, leaders, household heads and housewives, and
youth group members. Collected data, subsequently, were crosschecked, analyzed and
interpreted on the basis of predetermined conceptual frameworks. Findings were as follows:

Three major types of community social behavior control mores/traditions were
identified. They were those dealing with interpersonal relations, human-nature relations, and
behaviors affecting the whole community.

The first type governed relations among family members and kins, forbidding
incest, requiring parents to rear their offspring, and requiring grown offspring to take acre of
their aging parents.

Mores/traditions in this category forbade adultery, requiring people to be honest to
their spouses; forbade youngsters’ premarital sex, but encouraged proper marriage; forbade
physical touching, nonrelative couples going out unescorted, and polygamy.

They regarded quarrels among community members as undesirable and forbade

Junior persons to scold senior adults, touch their heads, speak loudly in front of them, step

-



over parts of their bodies and show disrespect. On the contrary, they required the former to
pay respect to the latter,

The second type, governing human-nature relations, forbade cutting down trees in
ceremonial, water table/conserved forest areas; and forbade clearing farm, rice-paddy front
and mountain ridge forests.

The third type, governing behaviors affecting the whole community, forbade the
transation and consumption of addictive substances, larceny, brawls and gambling,

These mores/traditions and their enforcernent were evident in the Nhong Tao
Village community although not as stringent as in the past. Most of them practically worked
although some were found to have been negnected and violated.

Lastly, monks, parents, grandparents, neighbors and relatives, rearing and value
transmission methods and systems, threats and punishment via warning, reprimands, fining,
abrogation of rights, gossiping as well as exemplary modelling and allowing to participate in
various community ritvals and ceremonies were found to have served as social behavior

control mechanisms and methods.



