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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at probing the nature of social interactions of community
forest network and conditions/factors affecting such interactions. The researcher collected
field data via interviews, participant and nonparticipant observations. Subsequently,
collected data were crosschecked, classified, analyzed, and descriptively presented. Findings
were as follows:

L. Three types of social interactions, as social processes, were found.

L1 Natural Type. Ineractions of this type could take place any time,
everywhere depending on the occasion. Network members might meet accidentally.
Interaction contents varied and depended on the interest of the people at the moment, e.g.,
community forest management of others in combination. Such occasions were part of the
community life which allowed a rater high degree of interactions.

.2 Semiformal Type. Interactions of this type could mean both prearranged
or accidental encounters. They took the form of small group conversations. Conversation
contents had to do with community forest management, happenings regarding community
forests elsewhere but connected in the network, moderated by someone acting as a
chairperson who made certain the atmosphere was in line with the frame of shared ideas each
conversant had. However, there was no recording of any agreement of resolution in order to
lead to another round of interactions.

13 Intensive Interactions Type. Network members in this type actively

participated since the set agenda and contents of discussions dealt with the members



themselves and the community such as rules and regulations as well as community forest
management guidelines or joint agreements regarding activities to be organized, etc.
Nevertheless, most of the interactions were directed at the moderator, the leader or the person
who took a leading role.

2. Conditions/factors affecting such interactions comprised geographical locations
which connected as the same patch to forest with convenient communication routes linking
one another; kinship ties which made interactions easily possible directly and indirectly;
being friends and close neighbors which made frequent and close interactions possible,
sometimes more frequent and closer than simply being relatives; having the same occupation
which made it possible for constant sharing of common topics and matters of interest; formal
and natural leaders who normally had good relationships, were righteous leaders with basic
inclination to regard collective interest over personal and close friends’ one; the existence of.
community members’ shared interest which made it possible for them not to take things. For
themselves; the availability of abundant, quick and relevant information; and the availability

of' ideas or support from such external organizations as NGOs or other local organizations,



