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Abstract

This thesis was intended to examine the villagers’ thought system involved in
selecting community leaders and factors or criteria they had employed in such selection. The
study site was Sob Pao Village community, Mae Pao Sub-District, Meng Rai District, Chiang
Rai province,

The researcher, in collecting needed data, relied on semistructured interviews,
participant and nonparticipant observations. Three groups of community members with
different social and economic statuses served as key informants. Subsequently, collected
data were crosschecked, verified, classified, analyzed and descriptively presented. Findings
were as follows;

1. As regards the poor group, in selecting formal leaders, adopted criteria/factors
comprised candidates’ background knowledge and experience both within and outside the
community, honesty, spirit, dedication to the public cause, fairness, and cconomic well-being
so that they could depend on in terms of borrowing money, renting land, being a collateral,
using their automobiles for hauling tents and dishes needed in the funerals, etc.

2. As regards the middle-income group villagers would choose as formal leaders
those with high education or life experiences accumulated both within and from outside the
community; moral standing and constant dedication to the community activities and affairs;
pleasant personality and high responsibility; who were young and adroit, economically well-
to-do, widely knowledgeable always keeping up with information; who represented the

villagers in dealing with and coordinating various projects originating from both the public



and private organizations or in dealing with traders from the outside coming in to buy
agricultural produce.

3. As regards the economically well-to-do group villagers would choose as their
formal leaders those who were righteous, honest, dedicated, fair, young, highly educated,
adroit, responsible, partient, articulated and action-prone; constantly on good terms with
them; determined to accomplish assingned tasks; resolved in making decision; leaders in
words and actions; had good and pleasant personality, economically sound and stable; well
informed or in good contact with external networks; able to represent the villagers in dealing
with public and private organizations bringing into the community various development
projects/activities; and able to help villagers in various matters such as requesting and
obtaining land deeds, bailing in case of wrongdﬁing or negotiating with law enforcers.

4. The three groups’ thought systems employed basically the same criteria : good,
knowledgeable, and competent figures constantly and sincerely dedicated the community
cause and activities; serions both in words and actions, well-versed in community traditions
and culture, activities and tasks under responsibility, speciélized in certam matters, and
proper age,

5. Factors the community adopted in selecting both formal and informal leaders
comprised, internal ones, geographical location, occupation/income/status, kinship and help;
external ones, state policies such as single crop cultivation promotion or public

utilities/facilities development, and external networks,



