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Abstract

This thesis investigated Chiang Mai beer bars' female sex workers' AIDS
awareness and self-protection behavior. The researcher collected needed data/
information via participant and nonparticipant observations as well as formal and
informal interviews. Subsequently, collected data/information were cross-
checked, classified according to set objectives and analyzed/interpreted on the
basis of predetermined conceptual framework. Findings, descriptively
presented, were as follows:

Every woman observed and interviewed had learned and obtained AIDS-
~ related information from various media prepared and distributed by various
organizations and agencies as well as from contacté and exchanges of idea with
various individuals. They also managed to evaluate and analyze its impact upon
their occupation and, as a consequence, became aware of the involved risks
and chances of being infected. However, the information obtained was not
sufficient to make them truly aware of its lethal consequences, not sufficient for
them to constantly adopt self-protection behavior. Moreover, such insufficiently

obtained information also resulted in incorrect self-protection behaviors, making



them continually vulnerable to AIDS infection. Factors and conditions found to
have affected their self-protection behaviors, nevertheless, were as follows :

- Knowledge, understanding and learning about AIDS prevention. They
were found to have lacked correct information regarding self-protection
methods. Even while at work, female sex workers still lacked room and
opportunities  for exchanges of information and ideas about AIDS. No
organization or agency seriously attempted to correctly teach them about and
help them truly understand this deadly disease, resuiting in their adopling
unsafe protective behaviors.

- Needs for life security. Every female sex worker studied was hoping to
meet the right customer who would legally marry her and permanently take care
of her so that she would not have to work hard. Therefore, such a high hope for
life security both outweighed and overrode those women's sense of self-worth.
They, as a consequence, tried to do everything to please their customers and,
finally, agreed to unsafe, i.e., unprotected, sex upon the latter's request.

- Lack of bargaining power. Every married female sex worker did not
protect herself when having sexual intercourse with the husband, even with fear
of AIDS infection from him, since she, like Thai women in general, did not dare
the discussion (about sex) with him,

- Love and trust. Female sex workers did not protect themselves, thinking
that neither customers nor husbands had had other women before spending

time with them or been earlier infected with AIDS.



