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Abstract

This thesis was set out to examine agriculturists’ thought system(s) and
practical methods in the alternative agriculture system. It was of qualitative nature
relying, in data collecting efforts, on particinant and nonparticipant cbservations, formal
and informal interviews as well as field recording. Key informants comprised
community elders, formal leaders, integrated agriculture group president and vice-
presidents. Secondary informants included community-based alternative agriculture
system promoters, locai teachers, government officials working in the community and
cash crop agriculturists. Collected data were subsequently cross-checked, classified,
analyzed and interpreted on the basis of predetermined conceptual framework.
Findings were as follows:

The investigated though system(s) resulted from the agriculturists’ own
analyses and evaluation of actual results generated by modern agriculture system-
based practices which had been found not to make their lives any better. On the
contrary, their lives, health and natural environment were found to have deteriorated.
Therefore, they returned to the traditional production system which had been found to

be more compatible with their ways of life and the environment. Furthermore, it made



their occupations more secure and guaranteed sufficient income, reduced their
expenses, debts and greed. Traditional production system-based practices were also
found to have been heatth and environmental friendly. Moreover, they resulted in better
family and community relationships.

Such changed thinking and subsequent practices brought about 2 types of
agricultural preduction endeavors. First, it was organic agriculture characterized by the
use of traditional herbs in vegetable gardens, fruit trees, rice growing followed by bean
family varieties, and the use of rice stalks and residues left in the paddies. The second
type featured integrated farming which comprised the cultivation of various crops and
raising various kinds of animals at the same time.

Each agriculturist family’s production in the alternative agriculture system
normally comprised rice, vegetables, fruit crops and domestic animals for family
consumption and use. In other words, the production was of subsistence nature,
sufficient for family needs, primarily not for commercial purposes, mainly dependent on
folk and locally invented technologies as well as family or domestic labour which

essentially amounted to the reduction of production costs.



