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Abstract

The purpose of this paper were to study history and the process of silver jewellery
making by the Karen in Wat Phrabat Huay Tom Village, E.i District, Lamphun Province and to
construct the body of knowledge concerning silver jewellery making. Instruments used in this
research were an interview and an observation sheet. The samples consisted of two local leaders,
two officials who worked for the organization that promoted a silver making occupation, and 10
silver makers who had been in this occupation more than 5 years. Approved and complete data
were analyzed and integrated together with for building a body of knowledge of a Karen’s
occupation.

The results were reported in descriptive form as follows:

Wat Phra Bat Huay Tom Village locates in Na Sai Sub-District, Li District, Lamphun
Province. The settle of the Karen community began by the Karens who had faith in Buddhism
and Kru Ba Chaiwongsa Pattana, a famous monk who went to teach Buddhism to people in local

communities. Some Karens followed the Monk back to Wat Phra Bat Huay Tom village and

settled down there.



Silver granules were used as raw material in the process of making. The granules were
brought to the makers by middle merchants. The patterns of silver jewellery had also been
designed by the merchants. Equipment used for making the jewcllery could be classified as the
equipments used for striking, polishing, melting, rolling, and carving a pattern. The steps of
making begins with melting SilVCI; granulcg, pouring into a block and waiting until the silver in
the block got cool. The silver block then was taken out from the block and rolled to be a flat
sheet, The silver sheet was carved and shaped as the design pattern needed.

As for designing tfle pattern, the Karens did not designed by themselves. The middle
merchant who brought sitver granules to them were the designers. The Karens had kept those
designs for further use. Hoﬁ/evcr, the Karens also had their own traditional designs, for
examples, the design of bracelets which were spiral and earrings which were open wide at the
end. For the necklaces, they were used to be designed with beads; then silver was changed and
used in stead of the beads later.

There was only one projeét concerning silver jewellery occupation promotion. This is to
say that in 1980 the Karens were received help from Lamphun Hill Tribes Development Center,
Community Development Center, and UNICEF with a total number of 18 people participating the
project. At present this project was end and the Karens set their own group and run the business

by themselves.



