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Abstract

This study attempted to examine a nongovernment project designed to help
disadvantaged children get school education and, hopefully, a bright and decent future, The
project was Rom Bhodi Project at U-Mong Temple, Muang Chiang Mai District. It also
examined the life and work of one Buddhist monk, Phra Sampan Buddhaviriyo, who has been
devoting his whole life to Project operations and those children under his care.

Actually, Rom Bhodi was not a school and Phra Sampan not a teacher nor a principal
we are familiar with. However, through his ingenious administrative, managerial and personal
abilities and skills, he had made it possible during the past two decades or so for hundreds of
disadvantaged children, hill and lowland, to have received decent education in regular public
education institutions in Chiang Mai Province. Furthermore, through his informal and
nonformal teaching an administering at the Project compound, those disadvantaged children had
been taught many moral iessons and instilied with exemplary models and behavior that would

help them become good and decent adults in the future.



