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Abstract

The purposes of this independent study were to study the curriculum and
instruction management and to investigate the teachers and students® opinions about
curriculum an instruction management of vocational subjects in the lower secondary
level at Suksasongkraw Chiangmai School. The samples were 5 academic administrative
staff, 15 vocational education teachers, 35 teachers who taught other subjects and 278
lower secondary school students. Information were collected by using questionnaires and
interviewing. The data obtained were analyzed by frequencies, percentage and then
analytically described. The findings were as follows:

1. The condition of vocational curriculum and instruction management.

According to the structure of vocational curriculum, there were 3 types of
vocational learning and instruction management. One was *“ working in school ™.
The subjects mostly offered were agriculture and home economics. Another was “ school
factory . Technical subjects were mostly provided. The other was students?
self-employment. Practicum in career education was offered.

Instructional plans were adapted to the circumstance and local community.
Leaming objectives were sei and contents were selected from the lower secondary school
curriculum and in response to students’needs and interests. The activities were done

through working and group processes.

Teachers were educated by participating in educational meetings and serninars.



Teachers were educated by participating in educational meetings and seminars.
Materals for producing teaching aids were provided sufficiently. The teaching aids
were provided sufficiently. The teaching aids were made by the teachers. They
were effective, but not enough for the students. Buildings provided were classrooms
and work shops. They were also in suitable condition, but inadequate. The budget was
provided sufficiently to the students.

Leaming and instructional activities were begun with a conversation about
what they were studying. The instructional techniques mostly used were demonstration
and discussion. The students participated in the activities. Tasks given were for group
works. Remedial lessons were performed after school for some groups of the students.
Pre-tests were oral testing. Learning evaluations were done through observing students?
performance and assessing students® products. The performance assessment focused on the
basic work skills

Most problems found related to lacking of curriculum handbooks. Teachers lacked
good understanding of curriculum management and instruction through the types offered.
Students were unskilled in writing project proposal. There was no officer in the school
factory. Most teachers had not enough time to make instructional plans, teach remedial
lessons and make good instruments for assessment and evaluation. They were not also
able to set activities to suit the time provided for each subject. Times for doing
activities were not enough. The teachers lacked expertise in particular vocational subjects.
Keeping teaching aids was not systematic. Buildings were inadequate for students.
There was not local resource centres. Use of budget was not followed the school plan.

2. Opinions about curriculum management and vocational instruction

The instruction through “ working in school” should be offered to suit students®
aptitude. Wages should be clearly set in the instruction through *school factory ™. As for
the students® self-employment, students should propose their own project s and set their
work plan, The activities should be done under the teachers®* supervision. The teachers
should also have some meetings with the students.

Instructional plans should be adapted to the circumstance and local community.

Learning objectives should be set and contents should be selected in response to students®



needs and interests. Activitics should be done through working processes. Teaching aids
and assessment should follow the learning objectives.

Meetings should be performed to inform or educate the teachers. School should
provide sufficient budget for teaching aids, and provided enough buildings and ground for
studying and practicing what they had learnt.  However, the budget provided was
sufficient for students,

Regarding the leamning and instructional activities, teachers should begin their
classes with a conversation. Students should be encouraged to set learning objectives with
teachers.  Tasks should be set through group working. Remedial lessons should be
performed -after school by groups of students, using cooperative learning : good students
taught poor ones. Pre-tests should be oral testing. Students® products should be evaluated
and performance assessment should focus on the habit of working.

Teachers and students also suggested that there should be the development of
vocational curriculum. Teachers should be informed and made clear about the types
of the curriculum management. Workshops should be organized to improve the schools
regulations about out-of-school working. Morality and ethics should be emphasized in
every class. Authentic assessment should be focused. More teaching aids of the technical
and. home economic subjects should be provided. Local skillful personnel should be
invited to teach the students. Students should be trained to sell their products in
communities. The vocational subjects should be offered in the afterncon. The vocational

library and agricultural cooperative store should be also set in the school,



