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Abstract

This independent study aimed to learn about and better understand teaching styles of
the outstanding science teachers of the Office of Chiang Mai Provincial Primary Education
including teaching problems and obstacles and their ways of solving them. The target group were
six science .teachers who were selected to be the eminent teachers in 1999 and 2000. Research
instruments included lesson plan analysis form, personal interview and instructional observation
forms. Data were analyzed by using categorization and percentage. The results could be
summarized as follows:

Teaching Styles

Most teachers taught students by using student - centered approaches. Students had
opportunities to practice scientific skills. Other methods used were project method, inguiry
teaching, group process, and expetiment. Sometimes teachers adapted content and activities
according to learning conditions. Before each lesson, teachers prepared lesson plans, materials
and equipments. During preparation teachers thought about problems that might occur during
instruction and how to solve the problems. Teachers arranged activities according to learning
objectives, local needs, students’ needs and characteristics of the students respectively. Lesson
planning was regarded as the very important task. Most teachers used materials according to
objectives and content. The materials used Wére mostly inexpensive, easy to find and applicably
useful. Teachers could make some instructional materials by themselves. For the assessment,
the majority of teachers set aims to develop and evaluate students’ learning and to improve

instruction.



Problems & Obstacles
The problems most teachers faced had to do with time and extra tasks. They solved
the problems by preparing their lesson plans during holidays, weekends and night time.

Sometimes they had to teach their students after school due to their inadequate teaching time

caused by extra task assignment.





