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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at probing life styles and communication forms and methods
adopted by youth groups who liked to roam around at night in selecting their congenial partners.
The study was of in-depth nature starting with theorctical and documentary reviews in order to
arrive at the conceptual framework. Data collecting relied on participant and nonparticipant
observations, focus group discussions, informal interviews and participatory community
analyses. Subsequently, collected data were classified and analyzed based on the derived
conceptual framework.

As a consequence, 2 youth groups were identified, one comprising school students and
the other working youngsters, It was sound that during daytime members of both groups
performed what their role and status had dictated. At night, they shared similar lifestyles. Most
of them went out to roam around on Friday night, on Saturday and during public holidays
reasoning that those were the times a lot of people did likewise, making the atmosphere specially
entertaining and live.

Most of them exhibited every possible taste of maternialistic craze, dressing expensive
clothes, drinking expensive liquors, carrying mobile phones and pagers, driving automobiles or

riding motorcycles, taking addictive substances, etc. All these acts finally led to risky sexual
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behavior, premature sexual intercourse, premarital living together as husband and wife,
commercial sex and drug dealings, etc. Discotheques became their venue for discharging their
tension and displaying their individuality as well as seeking or choosing temporary partners.
Communication forms and methods adopted in such secking or choosing were of 2 types.
1. Within-Group Forms and Methods
- Communication took place among friends with similar ideas, interests and behavior,
friends who shared similar dressing tastes, were members of the same drinking group, had similar
personal and family problems, were antisocial or socially pessimistic. [t took the forms of
exchanges of ideas and opinions as well as intimate information dissemination and transmission.
Of course, one of the key topics in such exchanges was partner seeking and selection
2. Intergroup Forms and Methods
In this type, communication was between 2 Youth groups. One group’s meanings
and needs were, via various symbols and media, transmitted to the other group of opposing sex.
This particular form and method constituted a basic communication means youngsters adopted in
choosing partners. It was expressed in the use of language, bodily gestures with the purposé of
aftracting the opposite sex’s attention. Sometimes, they communicated, verbally, directly and,
sometimes, indirectly via various media.

Both types resulted from the youngsters’ social learning which occurred rather
systematically beginning with casual observing, mingling with friends, immitating and
experimenting. However, it was found that the partner selection method had most often been
learned from friends, particularly close ones. Moreover, the use of language in news presentation
programs and commercial advertisements was found to have had considerable impact upon such
fearning. Youngsters used it to convey their contrived meanings and emotions (o the opposite
sex. Thus, the communication based on such use was dynamic, Le., il varied according o times

and circumstances.



