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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining issues related fo folk healing methods,
rituals, beliefs and potential and their alterations as well as conditions and factors
related to alternative healing/medical systems of people in the community. The
ultimate goal of such examination was to realize those alternatives.

Data collection relied on participant and nonparticipant observations,
informal and in-depth interviews, and field recording. Data analyses and verification
proceeded side by side with field data collection. Subsequently, collected data
were classified, analyzed, integrated, interpreted, and generalized.

Findings were as follows:

Changes in above-mentioned aspects occured side by side with other
changes taking place_ in the community. The community was found to have learned
more and taken in newer things and, subsequently, adapted them for practical use
in the daily life of community members.

The healing/medical system in each historical period was the product of
specific community conditions and needs. Healing methods and rituals, which were
congruent with other community systems and environmental conditions, were part
and parcel of the people’s ways of life. Changes in one system inevitably brought
about changes in other systems in order to arrived at restored state of harmony and

equilibrium within the community.



At present, the folk healing/medical system still served the needs of the
community since its methods, riltuals and potential were stili in congruence with other
existing systems within it. In addition, it continued to be used as the communication
means in the struggle over the issue of healing power. Although the community
traditional healing-refated knowledge and values had been affected by the state-
sponsored infroduction of modern infrastructures, the modern healing system was
still unable to meet all the healing needs of the entire community. Therefore, the
community had to resort to traditional healing system as yet another alternative. I,
as a consequence, had continued existing side by side with more modern healing
systems with community members practicing the latter on a trial-and error basis

Community choices of healing practices, therefore, were conditioned by
healing-related beliefs, satisfaction and costs. Factors related to such choices
included changed patterns of community members' occupations, exposure to
modern knowledge, convenient access to diverse types and services of healing,
changed healing-based decision-making power bases, exposure to more and
diverse healing-related information, gained healing-refated knowledge and

experiences, and changed public policies and roles of government officials.



