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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining the thought system of community
members which governed three types of relationships existing within the community,
namely, those between man/woman and man/woman, between man/woman and nature,
and between man/woman and supernatural being. Such examination relied on inquiries
into community traditions and mores, rituals and daily life activities related to those three
types of relationships. Furthermore, it made use of documentary reviews, participative
and nonparticipative observations, interviews and casual conversations. Collected data
were éubsequentiy analyzed, synthesized-and interpreted.

Findings were as follows:

As regards relationships between man/woman and man/woman two types
were found, namely, kinship and nonkinship-based. The thought system buttressing the
former included beliefs in ancestor spirits, interdependence values, loving and caring
sentiments, and a sense of greatfulness. And the thought system buttressing the iatter
included beliefs in household spirits, a sense of ethnocentrism, and interdependence

and mufual help values.



As regards the second type of relationships beliefs that nature, i.e., forest,
water, soil, etc., had its owners and guardians meaning spirits and holy entities and holy
entites and beliefs relating to production and the use of community resources figured
predominantly in the buttressing thought system. These were expressed in the form of
a variety of community rituals and ceremonies informing them, asking for their
permission and thanking them for allowing community members to make use of those
natural resources.

Finally, as regards the third type of relationships the underlying thought system
included (religious) beliefs in merit and sins, beliefs in the next fife, spirits and holy
entities, gratefulness values, spiritual dependency, etc. These beliefs and values were
expressed in rituals and ceremonies as well as consistent practices which, in turn,

sustained and further transmitted such beliefs and values in a cyclical manner.



