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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at identifying the nature, types, frequencies and seriousness of
Buddhist monks’ violations of Dhamma disciplines in district-level sangha governance areas in
the Upper North. Moreover, it sought to identify conditions, factors and mechanisms bearing
impact upon such violations.

As a qualitative effort, the study relied on nonstructured interviews, field observations,
consultative meetings, focus group discussions as well as reviews of relevant documents to
obtain needed data. Subsequently, collected data were analyzed, cross-checked and classified.
Findings were as follows:

. Underlying reasons for entering monkhood differed. Those with the intention of
practicing celibacy were found to have constituted a tiny minority. Most entered for other
reasons, especially educational ones. Therefore, they were very lax as far as Dhamma disciplines
and their observance were concerned. At present, monks were found to have paid less attention
to Dhamma disciplines and their breaches become quite common.

2. As regards ordained monks the nature and types of violations were as follows:

taking meals after sunset, taking money, smoking, riding on the motorcycle back, watching



television, listening to the radio, buying lotteries, cutting tress and grass, digging soil, not taking
alms, sleeping on cushioned bed, driving an automobile, roaming the marketplace and shopping
centers, singing songs, killing mosquitos, wearing underwear, riding a motoreycle and keeping
food overnight. Regarding novices they included taking meals after sunset, taking money, riding
on the motorcycle back, watching television, listening to the radio, buying lotteries, cutting grass,
digging soil, not taking alms, sleeping on cushioned bed, roaming the marketplace and shopping
centers, singing songs, killing mosquitos, wearing underwear, riding a bycicle or motorcycle,
keeping food overnight, keeping fighter-beetles and engaging them in a fight, swimming for fun,
flaying soccer and games, etc. Such found violations were, however, considered minor offenses,
not serious enough to disqualify violators from monkhood. Moreover, social sentiments were
found to have determined the frequency of violations. Monk behaviors were regulated by such
sentiments and social interpretation. They were neigher good non bad all the time. Their
seriousness also was subject to a particular community definition and norm.

3. As regards conditions, factors and mechanisms affecting monks deviant behaviors the
following were identified: Ideosyncratic Ones. They comprised individual monks personal
temperament, peculiarities and mannerismes. Each had his own unique personality, came from
different family backgrounds, had different goals-iﬁ entering monkhood, harbored different
attitudes toward becoming ordained monks, acquainted with different fellow monks, and
possessed different degrees of Dhamma disciplines knowledge.

Social Ones. They included the facts that the community usually found it difficult to
have tenured monks stay at community temples and that, therefore, it had to tolerate certain
deviant behaviors just in order to keep avaible ones for performing religious ceremonies or
tending temple affairs. Moreover, it was found that monks coming from outside the community
had violated Dhamma disciplines more than those coming from within it. Besides changed
temple-community relations, socially and culturally mistaken values attached to monks, and lax

social control measures were also found to have accounted for monks’ deviant behaviors.



Epochal Ones. They comprised the influence of mass and telecommunications media,
the continuous negative presentation of monk behaviors, as well as the powerful impact of
consymerism and materialism ideologies prevalent in the entire society. Those Related to
Sangha Orgainzations. They comprised tempting titles/positions which had played a key role
in inducting monks to commit redeemable offenses, highly centralized sangha governance
structures which had not been in favor of monk leamning and participation as well as of
encouraging them to realize the supreme importance of strictly adhering to Dhamma disciplines,
especially of encouraging them to mode] themselves after exemplary monks.

All these were found to have constituted conditions, facturs and mechanisms

accounting for monks’ violations of Dhamma disciplines.



