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Abstract

This Thesis. was aimed at examining conditions and factors affecting the
return to normal lifestyles of street children in Chiang Mai Province. Qualitative in
nature, the study relied, in data collection efforts, on observations, interviews and
group discussions with 8 Children returning to and modifying their behavior typical
of normal lifestyles.

Collected data were subsequently classified and analyzed revolving around
3 major issues, namely, conditions/factors pushing them to become street children:
lifestyles on the street; and returning to normal lifestyles. Findings were descriptively
and analytically presented. They were as Follows:

1. Identified conditions/factors instrumental in pushing children into the
street primarily were families which had deprived them of love and warmth, adopted-
excessive upbringing and punishment measures and methods, and not tolerated the
children’s deviant sexual behavior. Secondary conditions/factors featured the
children’s own knowledge about places other street children hanged around and the

fact that they had already had friends who were street children.



2. While on the street they made a living by selling flowers and garlands,
drugs and sex. Newcomers were inducted into already existing groups. Once
accepted, they now felt they had friends who couid provide them with love and
warmth they had lacked, friends who, themselves had encountered similar
experiences, understood their problems. Being accepted members, newcomers
quickly aborbed the group cuiture and lifestyles ranging from how to make ends
meet and survive, drug use and how to earn ihcome to support themselves. Such
group culture and sway made it extremely difficult for them to return to normali
lifestyles.

3. In fact, street children, at least some of them, did want to have a better
life and better themselves. But they simply did not know how. Once they met with
children’s development nongovernmental organizations dedicated to the betterment
of street children, they began to be encouraged and appreciate their self-worth.
They started learning about living in a normal society and improving their life by
staying less on drugs and quitting them altogether, engaging in socially useful
activities, and returning to book learning, with the hope of brighter future.
Furthermore, knowing that their families still wanted, loved aﬁd cared for them
hoping for their reunion, certain street children were encouraged to change their

behavior in order fo return to normal lifestyles.



