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Abstract

This study was set out to probe social, economic, political and education changes
in suburban communities as well as macro-level conditions/factors affecting those changes.

The researcher spent a great deal of time in the communities collecting needed
data; observed villagers’ daily life activities; conducted informal interviews with them, their
leaders, Buddhist monks, school teachers, folks with different socio-economic background
including common villagers; then cross-checked and verified collected data, classified and
analyzed them according to predetermined conceptual frameworks, Findings were as
follows:

Socially speaking, community members’ social relations, at family, kinship and
community levels, markedly changed. There was less participation in occupational and
traditional rituals and activities. Community members participated less and less in
community public activities/affairs, automnatically resulting in decreased interpersonal
relationships.

Economically speaking, production, marketing and consumption systems and
patterns also changed. The traditional agricultural production system, in particular, had to
rely more on modern production technologies and was geared, in quality, standard and

products, toward market needs. The market itself. Formerly confined within the community,



became ore enlarged and externalized, complex and diverse. Subsistence consumption
became ore consumerism-driven.

Politically speaking, power relations shifted and conflicts in interest among
villagers were alarmingly typical. Traditional power holders, e.g., the elderly, the well-to-do,
the market leaders, were replaced by formal and high-status leaders and individuals. Interest
conflicts ranged from those over material wealth and public resources to those over
leadership routes to high positions in local administrative organizations’ offices. Vote-bying
became ore prevalent among villagers.

Educationally speaking, informal and natural learning was considerably replaced
by formal and nonformal education, Traditional educational channels, i.e., local temple and
primary school, became diverse and externalized. They now included various media and
workplaces. Educational/learning contents shifted from agricultural occupation-specific
contents to those of other occupations. They also contained more economically, socially and
politically related information.

Lastly, macro-level conditions/factors affecting community-level changes were
state policies and economic development of urban areas. The former brought about changes
in the administrative system, community structure and various public facilities/utilities. The
latter generated greater needs for residential areas and industrial zones outside the city plan
proper. Many suburban community members sold more and more of their cultivable land.
Community human resources were increasingly drawn away to work elsewhere as hired

labourers, employees and service sector attendants,



