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Abstract

This thesis was intended to examine and identify condi&ions and factors governing
and affecting community participation in iodine deficiency disorder prevention efforts as
well as mechanisms and methods of such participation.

The researcher relied, in obtaining needed data, on focus group discussions,
informal interviews and nonparticipative observations. Collected data .we:re subsequently
analyzed, classified, interpreted based on set conceptual framework, and descriptively and
analytically presented.

Findings were as follows:

1. Conditions and factors having impact upon the participation were
1) community awareness regarding the seriousness of the disorder and its effects on the
children’s physical and intellectual health; 2) community readiness buttressed by kinship
interdependence culture and community organizations® experiences; 3) C(-)mmunity’s
received interest, i.e., reduction of the iodine deficiency disorder; and 4} support from the
outside, especially from health offices and organizations.

2. Mechenisms and methods identified were various community groups such as
health volunteers group, village committee, community leaders and such supporting
otganizations as public health offices and schools, all making use of study visits,

demonstrations and information provision activities organized for villagers and students



