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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) analyse the errors in essay writing of
Prathom Suksa 6 students in communication. language use, organization of thoughts, writing
structure, creative thinking, spelling and combining words to make a sentence, and 2) study
their achievement in essay writing. The samples studied comprised seventy Prathom Suksa 6
students who were studying in the first semester of the 1999 Academic Year at San Mahapon
Witthaya School, affiliated to the Office of Mae Taeng District Primary Education, Chiang Mai
Province. According to their reading achievement scores, they were divided into two groups o.f
35 students in each. The reading scores of the students in one group were high whereas the
scores of those in the other group were low. The instruments used were 2 essay-writing tests:
the first one was writing an essay from a given picture, and the second one was writing the
other essay from a given topic. The collected data from those tests which were conducted in
both groups. were analysed by calculating frequencies and percentages of the errors in
communication, language use. organization of thoughts, writing structure, creative thinking,
spelling and combining words to make a sentence, including the characteristics of the errors in

each aspect. Additionally, the SPSS program in descriptive statistics and t-test were used for



analysing the data of the achievement scores in essay writing of both groups. The data analysis
were then presented in tables with descriptive form. The results were as follows:

1. Student errors in essay writing. ranking from high to low frequencies were:
language use. combining words to make a sentence, spelling, writing structure and
communication.

The characteristics of the errors which mostly found in each aspect were : in language
use, some words were written incorrectly, in combining words to make a sentence, some words
were tomn apart when written and in spelling, some wrong tonal marks were.put above the
letters. Moreover, in writing structure, the characteristics of errors were found differently
between the two groups. In the group of the high reading scores. all three major components of
essays were completely written but the length of each component was not in appropriate
proportion whereas the writing of the low scores group was inappropriate in the introduction
and the conclusion components. In communication, their writing was communcative but not
relevant to the picture given. Additionally, in the organization of thoughts, the events in the
essays were disconnected and reversionarily repeated.

However, the writing errors in organization of thoughts and creative thinking were
found in the group of the low reading achievement scores much more than the other group of
the high reading achievement scores.

2. The éverage achievement scores in writing two essays. from the given picture and
from the given topic of the students in both groups were statistically different at the significant

level of .05



