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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining the transmission of values and
occupational skills that took place in one rural community, its mechanisms and methods
as well as the impact of social, economic, and technological changes upon such
transmission. The study site was Klew lae Luang Village, Unit 4, Yu Wha Sub-District,
san Pa tong District, Chiang Mai Province. The researcher surveyed the community in
detail, reviewed and analyzed data contained in official and related document. In
addition, semistructured and nonstruciured interviews were conducted in the field
including participant and nonparticipant observations.  Collected  data were
subsequently analyzed, interpreted, and critically and descriptively presented.

Findings were as follows:

In the past, the key transmitter had been the family institution and the
transmission process of naturally gradual appreciation in as well as positive attitudes
toward practiced occupations. Key transmitting figures had been parents and those at
the receiving end their immediate offsprings. Practiced mechanisms and methods had

been parents and those at the receiving end their immediate offsprings. Practiced



mechanisms and metheds had included oral words, direct and indirect teaching,
coaching, exemplary behavior and enforced modelling on such exemplary behavior.
The involved media had been real artifacts employed in the occupations, enabling the
transmission to take place both within the families and any where. Parents had
transmitted to their offsprings on an individual basis depending updn the latter's
knowledge and ability.

The present picture was, however, different. Transmitting such values and
occupational skills was directed at a large number of people, relying on modern training
methods, such as lectures, demonstrations and hands-on practices.

External factors and mechanisms were found to have stimulated a great many
changes regarding community members' learning. The in creased exposure to more
national development information and that via mass media sources as well as the
availibility of public facilities and utilities and knowledge about new occupations were
some of such factors and mechanisms. In addition to the family institution, other
entrepreneurial groups as well as public and private organizations were found fo have
played an increased role in the studies transmission process.

Moreover, factors influencing the transmission of values and occupational skills
to rural folks were economic, social, and technological ones including the new values
which drove them to strive for their offsprings, higher and more education. Subsistence
production became more and more market-oriented production, requiring more modern
technologies and newer types of knowledge. Traditionally practiced mutual and
voluntary help turned more and more into hired help. Urban-rural contacts drastically
increased. Urban communities became more industrialized, requiring more resources
from the countryside including its labour. Agricultural occupations-based values fastly
diminished. Remaining tilling only indicated that owners of the land had not wanted to

see it lie empty.



