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Abstract

This thesis was set out to probe women'’s roles in rural community domestic economy as
well as conditions and factors affecting their current roles.

Data collection took 5-1 multifaceted form. It began with theoretical concepts-based
documentary and related research reviews followed by participant and nonparticipant
observations, structured and nonstructured interviews, focus pgroup discussions and field
recording. Collected data, subsequently, were cross-checked, verified, classified, analyzed,
interpreted, and descriptively and critically presented. Findings were as follows:

Prior to the establishment of the, Northern Industrial Estate in Lamphun Province in
1984 women’s role shad socially been determined based on gender, observed and passed on
resulting in a living culture of its own. Women were assigned to care for every family member,
served as household agricultural labour pool, and in charge of such family affairs as cooking,
cleaning and clothes washing, etc.

Following the establishment of the northern Industrial Estate, a large number of women
went to work inside the Estate and their roles started to change. Their roles in caring for family
members and household affairs were curtailed. They had to go out seeking employment and
additional income working as peneral wage eamers both within and outside the community as

well as petty traders. However, community beliefs regarding gender roles did not change much.



Men still harbored the beliefs in women’s traditional roles. They helped women work only when
they themselves could not find employment outside the home or were unemployed. Furthermore,
they would assume the women’s helper roles only when they or their offsprings suffered the
consequences of their not helping. Therefore, the women had to continue shouldering the heavy
family burden they had assumed carlier. The only obvious change was that their formerly
unpaid work had become financially compensated work.

On the agricultural front, formerly every family member’s responsibililty, following the
sale of land and when other additional employment opportunities became more available,
women’s roles in agricultural affairs were reduced.

Their incom-generating roles outside the home, i.e., working in the Northern Industrial
Estate and engaging in petty trading, their very present monetary income sources, became the
major income-generating ones within the rural community.

Key factors and conditions affecting rural women’s economic roles were both cultural
and social in nature such as increased number of single families, the loss of land, higher costs of
living, and increased occupational channels and oppertunities. They became key determinants of
women’s roles in a contemporary rural community. Culturally speaking, women still continued
harboring the ideas, beliefs, values, and attitudes that household work was still their inevitabie
responsibililty. If they did not assume such responsibility, so the felt, they would be frowned
upon. As regards the social change factor and increased employment opportunities, it was found

that they had enlarged women’s roles in both outside-the home work and domestic ecomomy.



