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Abstract

This thesis looked at the issue of nonformal education students dropping out
before scheduled graduating. It sought to identify factors leading to their decision to quit
prior to their completion of the required curriculum. Furthermore, it examined certain
background factors contributing to such decision such as economic, social, cultural ones
including those related to the learning activity organization and general context. The study
target comprised 10 dropouts and relevant personnel in Dok Kham Tai District, Chiang Rai
Province.

As a qualitative effort, the researcher relied on a number of data collecting
methods, namely, informal interview, observation, focus group discussion and review of
relevant official document. Collected data were subsequently analyzed and crosschecked in
order to arrive at reliable and valid information. Then, it was synthesized with processed data
and information gathered from learning activity organization, students’ predecision behavior
and actual dropping out interconnecting with those factors leading to their decision to drop
out. Research findings were as follows:

Most students participating in the studied activities were Dok Kham Tai District
‘natives. The rest came from elsewhere. They were between 16 —35 years of age. Their ways

of life were not different from those of general Upper Northerners. Most were married and



few were single, engaged in agricultural occupations and general wage eamers, lived a
typically agricultural life with sufficient rice grains in houschold storages, fish in natural
waters, vegetables in the garden and on the fence and natural forests as various food sources.
Therefore, they were able to make ends meet on a daily basis.

However, some families spent more than they earned acquiring such life facilitating
and entertaining devices as televisions, refrigerators and motorcycles. Thus, they were
indebted with sales shops or hooked up with loan sharks finding it difficult to escape the debt
trap. This type of situation inevitable deprived individuals and their family members of
general and higher educational opportunities no matter how strong and serious theire desires
for them were,

Dropouts’ predecision-to-quit ~ behavior was manifested by discontinuous
attendance, irregular participation in organized activities, frequent absence and late
attendance, etc. They were either unable or unwilling to undertake and complete the work
assigned by teachers; prefered to isolate themselves from peers; did not talk much when
present among peers; ofien made mistakes; exhibited a high level of anxiety and nervousness:
were not interested in classroom study and, when attending, often disturbed other classmates.

Two major types of factors leading to their decision to terminate their participation
in the program were discerned. The ﬁr‘_st, internal, comprised students’ own ways of life and
their families® economic standing, their attitudes toward the study and their physical, mental
and financial readiness. The second, external, were instructional organization and activities,

curricuium, instructional media, teachers and other related personnel.



