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Abstract

This thesis sought to examine and identify formats, methods and contents of and in

Karen community rituals which reflected its traditional wisdom. At the same time, it sought

to identify factors and conditions related to its continued presence and change in such rituals.

The researcher relied in collecting needed data on field observations and interviews with key

informants within the community aided by assistant researchers. Collected data were

subsequently cross-checked, verified, classified and presented in an analytical description
form. Findings were as follows:

The wisdom reflected in those practiced rituals featured the strong belief in

- supernatural power omnipresent in natural surroundings and community members® various

ways of life. Community activities were found to have related to community-organized

rituals as well as regarded as blessings to themselves, their families and community as a



whole. In addition, the activities themselves constituted the ways and means of transmitting
various beliefs to other community members as well. However, some rituals were found to
have changed as the result of social changes.

As regards the general auspicious rituals the most noticeable and most often
observed change was in the area of dressing. More Karen men/boys at present wear jeans
and ready-made clothing. However, Karen women/girls rarely do likewise. Those who do
are usually economically well-off. Least found doing so are those at the middle and low
levels of economic well-being. Entertainment-related rituals began to disappear. Radios and
televisions played a key role in their demise. The younger generation found it easy to learn
the Thai language and acquire Thai song books, thus, paying less and less attention to
traditional poetry and songs normally passed on by senior members of the community, Still
other rituals began to lose their speli caused by the disappearance or absence of certain key
material conditions/factors. It still in vogue, their formats were somewhat altered. So were
their contents. For example, in the traditional healing system community members related to
their healers in a very special way. The former usually presented the latter with flowers and
Joss sticks and candles. When completely healed they returned to the healers for biessings.
But with the presence of modern and official health centers such traditional ties were
replaced by a new type of relationship based on monetary compensation. No longer a matter

of gratefulness?





